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Sassa reregistration
TASMIN CUPIDO

CONFUSION about where State
pensioners can collect their
monthly payout has surfaced.

This comes after the South Af-
rican Social Security Agency
(Sassa) adopted and introduced
the biometric- based system for
all social grants in February.

The system aims to ensure that
the right grant is paid to the right
individual at the right time and
place. It’s immediate plan is to
eradicate fraud and corruption.

It will also allow beneficiaries
to use their Sassa branded card
anywhere in the country.

But People’s Post received a
number of frantic calls from
readers, who claim the new sys-
tem was “time consuming” and
“dangerous”.

One such reader, Beatrice de
Wett (78) from Diep River, tells of
her experience at a local super-
market. “I was not there to draw
my monthly pension – I will only
have to do so in April, but I was
horrified and shocked when I
saw what was happening,” she
says.

“When I arrived at the super-
market, the place was very
crowded. I thought the people
were rioting, but soon realised
they were there to draw their
pensions.”

She describes the atmosphere
as “absolute chaos”, as pension-
ers queued in long lines inside
and outside the store. “They all
had to stand; there was no place
for them to sit. Some of the people
were standing with walking
sticks, visibly uncomfortable,”
De Wett says.

“I also found out that they had
been standing there for a very
long time – some of them had
been there for up to four hours.
And there are no ablution facili-
ties for them to use.”

De Wett claims she was in-
formed that the “chaos” was the
same the previous day, with
three of the pensioners having
been transported to hospital for
medical treatment after they had
fainted while waiting in line.

“The staff at the supermarket al-
so told the people that they had
to return the next day, because
there was no more money,” she
says.

“I cannot understand why Sas-
sa changed the process of draw-
ing your pension. Why must we
go to supermarket? It is heart-
breaking and sad to see the pen-
sioners suffer this way.”

However, regional Sassa
spokesperson Shivani Wahab
says supermarkets Pick n Pay
and Shoprite are not the only
places pensioners can draw their
monthly grants.

“The beneficiary has the op-
tion of accessing their social
grant at a Sassa pay point, vendor
or bank of their choice. With ap-
proved vendors, Shoprite and
Pick n Pay, there is no fee appli-
cable for a beneficiary to access
their social grant,” Wahab says.
“However, should a beneficiary
opt to access their social grant at
a bank, the regular bank charges
will

be applicable.”
The new system requires all

beneficiaries to re-register, not
re-apply, for their social grants.
The registration process com-
menced in November. “The re-
registration process entails

about 15million social grant re-
cipients enrolling onto the sys-
tem using biometric tools such
electronic fingerprinting to veri-
fy their identities,” Wahab says.

“Beneficiaries will then be is-
sued with a smartcard that will
allow the flexibility of accessing
social grants anywhere in the
country.”

The re-registration process is
expected to be complete on Sun-
day 31 March.

Sassa will update all the details
and capture an electronic scan of
fingerprints of the beneficiary at
the last payout at the “old pay
point”. Beneficiaries need to take
along their identity document,
Sassa branded master card, con-
tact details and the name and
contact details of a next of kin.
V For more information phone (021) 469
0206 or 0800 601 011.

GRANDMA: GOES TO SCHOOL

Never too late for ABCs
TINA BURGER

COMPLETING 12 years of ed-
ucation is hard work, but for
a 65-year-old grandmother

from Grassy Park, completing
Grade 1 is a milestone she aims
to achieve this year.

Veronica Myburgh is in the
process of completing her Grade
1 year at Kannemeyer Primary
School and aims to continue until
she reaches Grade 4.

She has never read a book in
her life, nor has she been able to
help her children with their
homework when they were
young.

“I had no education because my
mother kept me out of school. She
wanted me to look after my
younger sister. Even the teachers
asked me why I was not in school
all the time, and I cried in class
because Iwasnot at the same level
as those who attended class every
day,” Myburgh says.

She also never got her driver’s
license. “In earlier (years) it was
not necessary for a woman to get
a driver’s license, so I never com-
pleted any exams or tests.”

Myburgh was a domestic work-
er since the age of 14. “I used to
eat with the family at their dinner
table. They taught me confirma-
tion and bought me clothes. Still
I was not able to read or write.”

She would walk her grandchil-
dren to Kannemeyer Primary
each morning. Myburgh spoke to

a parent about the fact that she
was unable to learn to read or
write.

Kannemeyer Primary Grade 1
teacher Zuconie Cupido over-
heard Myburgh’s conversation
and approached her. “I told her I
will teach her the alphabet and
how to spell and write her name.
She is slowly getting there,” says
Cupido.

Myburgh has already mastered
the alphabet and how to spell dif-
ferent words.

For the past two years, she has
also been assisting some of the pu-
pils in the class.

“These pupils are wonderful to
work with,” Myburgh says. “I

used to sit at home not having an-
ything to do. Now I have a pur-
pose. I can help my grandchildren
and I have become part of some-
thing bigger.”

She is proud that she is learning
how to read and write.

“I still struggle sometimes, but
am able to write my own name
and I am helping others.”

The granny has also inspired
her children to academic achieve-
ments.

Her eldest son, Walter (37), com-
pleted matric in 2012 at Steenberg
High School.

And her youngest daughter, Al-
exa (31), is pursuing the equiva-
lent of her matric certificate.

AN INSPIRATION: Veronica Myburgh is adored by all the pupils at
Kannemeyer Primary School. PHOTO: TINA BURGER

For the record
IN THE report “Booze control
kicks in” (People’s Post, 12
March) it was incorrectly stat-
ed that the application to extend

liquor trading hours is free.
There is, however, a cost for
these applications. People’s Post
regrets the error.
V Applications are available from any
City Environmental Health office or
from www.capetown.gov.za.

Tuesday 19 March

V Grassy Park: Visit Cafda in 8th
Avenue to find out about the opportu
nities for training in crafts. New
training programmes will start in April.
Learn to become more creative, build
esteem and develop a home industry.
Call Amanda on 073 202 4956.

Saturday 23 March

V Steenberg: The LGBTI Support
Group will host a dance and song
spectacular, One Night Only, performed
by the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgen
der and intersexed community, at the
Steenberg High School hall in
Symphony Avenue at 19:30 for 20:00.
The performance will feature Anasta
cia Khan and Miss Ashley Hayden.
Tickets cost R25 for members and
R30 for visitors. Call Greg Philander on

(021) 701 1150 or Anastacia
Khan on 078 136 7837.

V Grassy Park: Uit Liefde
Hoop Genootskap will hold a
fundraising event at its hall in
5th Avenue from 11:30 to
14:30. Call the office on
(021) 705 6029.

Friday 5 April

V Retreat: A jazz and karaoke
evening will be held at the St
Mary’s Primary School hall in
Retreat Road at 19:00. The
event is to raise funds for
Keanan McClune and his
dance partner who will
represent SA in China in July.
Tickets, at R35, on sale at
the door. Take along your
own XYZ. Refreshments will
be on sale. Phone Michelle
McClune on 072 667 1318l.

Saturday 6 April

PACKAGING

&SS SS
Unit 2 Ester Rd

Opp Elite Building Supplies

Athlone Industria

021 6377995
082 4695520

TRADING HOURS
Monday - Friday 8h30- 17h30

Sat 9h00- 13h00
Close for lunch 13h00 - 14h00

OPENING SPECIALSOPENING SPECIALS
Cardboard plates a box - /50

Foam Cups a box - /100

Foam Plates a box - /10

Ice bags a bail(10 000) - /250

Spoon/Forks for a 1000 - /250

Black Bags pack of 20

Bag on roll a roll -

Platter dome set a set.

R265 R14.50

R205 R23.50

R135 R2.99

R359 R9.99

R99 R29.90

R6.95

R22.90 R215 box (10 rolls)

R17.50

Cardboard plates a box - /50

Foam Cups a box - /100

Foam Plates a box - /10

Ice bags a bail(10 000) - /250

Spoon/Forks for a 1000 - /250

Black Bags pack of 20

Bag on roll a roll - box (10 rolls)

Platter dome set a set.

R265 R14.50

R205 R23.50

R135 R2.99

R359 R9.99

R99 R29.90

R6.95

R22.90 R215

R17.50

WE ARE OPEN THURSDAY 21 MARCH TILL 1pm

V Lotus River: Anne’s Toddler Welfare
Centre will hold a food fair at the
creche at 11:00. There will be a variety
of food and goods stalls, as well as
entertainment for children.

Sunday 21 April

V Steenberg: Sullivan Primary School
celebrates its 50th anniversary with a
thanksgiving service at the school at
15:00. Invitations can be requested
from the school by phoning
(021) 701 4212 or emailing admin@sul
livanps.wcape.school.za. The closing
date is Monday 8 April.

Saturday 27 April

V Steenberg: Lance Rhoda will
present Drummers Unite, a music
show featuring 13 drummers and 13
kits, at Steenberg High School hall in
Orchestra Street at 19:00. Tickets cost
R50; refreshments will be on sale. Call
Tashwill on 071 132 6414 or Morgan on
072 476 1998.

Friday 24 to Sunday 26 May

V Steenberg: The United Reformed
Church will host a weekend away to
Hendon Park in Gordon’s Bay. Tickets
cost R550 for adults and R450 for
children under 12. Nonrefundable
R200 deposit to be paid in March.
Call Dorothy on 072 873 3837 or
Priscilla on 074 485 4366.

V Seawinds: Philisa Abafazi Bethu
Project is opening doors to their youth
programme every Wednesday at
Seawinds Sportsfield and Thursdays at
the Seawinds multipurpose centre.
Anyone from 1635 years who have
not completed school are welcome to
attend. Call Lucinda Evans on
(021) 701 4717 or 076 270 3050.


