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TRIBUTE
Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela

By Cara Bouwer
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Talk to a South African for long enough and 

you’ll doubtless enjoy a crime-related 

anecdote to turn your blood to ice and 

a Nelson Mandela remembrance to warm your 

heart. In a country so beset by contradictions, 

the first democratically elected black president 

of the Republic achieved the seemingly 

impossible: uniting South Africans of all races, 

cultures, creeds and political beliefs behind the 

compelling vision of a Rainbow Nation. A better 

South Africa. 

I’m no different. I like to relate how, aged just 19 

in 1993, I met the great man at Linksfield Park 

Clinic in Johannesburg when I was working on the 

ward where his grandson was being treated for a 

knife wound. Mandela descended on the hospital 

to all the buzz and anticipation of a visiting rock 

star, and the corridors around the nurses’ station 

were packed with staff and patients, all wanting 

to bask in the radiance of his very palpable aura 

of calm. Overcome with the occasion, and the 

man, I asked for an autograph which he was more 

than happy to provide; I still prize it today. 

Of course others have grander, more intimate 

recollections of the man. Who wouldn’t have 

wanted to be a fly on the wall when Madiba met 

with the likes of pop star Michael Jackson, talk 

show queen Oprah Winfrey, U2 frontman Bona or 

Libya’s Muammar Gaddafi. And, most certainly, 

as South Africans our collective consciousness 

and national identity has been shaped by his 

words and deeds.

Much has been written over the years - and 

specifically in recent weeks - about this modern-

day icon. As the world celebrates Mandela Day 

this 18 July, many will again try to unpack the 

‘Mandela Legacy’. We’ll hopefully take from his 

life the message of peace and reconciliation 

which has become his hallmark. 

From the team at Private Life, these are some of our defining Mandela moments:

On 21 May 1961, ITN reporter Brian Widlake speaks to Nelson Mandela about apartheid and 
the campaign to enfranchise South Africa’s black population. 
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Nelson Mandela speaks to the 
press after his release from prison 
on 11 February 1990.

Ahead of the historic 1994 
elections, American journalist Dan 
Rather speaks to Nelson Mandela 
and FW de Klerk. 

South Africa’s newly elected 
President, Nelson Mandela, 
delivers his inaugural address at 
the Union Buildings in Pretoria on 
11 May 1994.
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South Africa’s 1995 World 
Cup-winning captain, Francois 
Pienaar, recalls the impact that 
Nelson Mandela had on the 
historic rugby victory. 

In this grainy, VHS clip, Nelson 
Mandela delivers an address at 
Harvard University in the United 
States on 18 September 1998, 
when he was presented with 
an honorary doctoral degree. 
Mandela was accompanied by his 
wife, Graça Machel.

Nelson Mandela meets Oscar-
winning actress Charlize Theron, 
who became South Africa’s first 
Academy Award-winning actor in 
2003 for her leading role in the 
film Monster. 
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The first Nelson Mandela 
International Day was celebrated 
on 18 July 2010. This video 
collage features excerpts from 
various speeches delivered by 
Mandela at the United Nations. 

American First Lady, Michelle 
Obama, remembers her 2011 
meeting with Nelson Mandela.

Verne Harris, Head of the Nelson 
Mandela Centre of Memory, 
interviews Nelson Mandela in 
2005 for the launch of A Prisoner 
in the Garden, a visual history 
of Madiba’s 27 years in prison 
featuring previously unpublished 
images, documents and diary and 
letter extracts.



8

TAKING UP THE

On 18 July 2013 – the 4th Nelson Mandela International Day and 95th anniversary 
of Nelson Mandela’s birth – the world is asked to stop, remember the South African 
statesman’s legacy and message of peace and reconciliation, and give 67 minutes of 
their time in selfless service, dedicated to his name. This year, more than any other, 
that call to social cohesion and active citizenship is resonating with South Africans 
and citizens from around the world. By CARA BOUWER

At Mandela’s 90th birthday celebration 

in London’s Hyde Park in 2008, he 

sounded a call to action: “It is time for 

new hands to lift the burdens. It is in your hands 

now.” A year later, the United Nations declared 

18 July as Nelson Mandela International Day and 

endorsed the concept of giving 67 minutes (for 

the 67 years Mandela gave of his life fighting for 

human rights and social justice) on that day each 

year. 

Supporters of the initiative around the world 

include the likes of former American President 

Bill Clinton, Virgin founder Richard Branson and 

the Dalai Lama. Nowhere has the call been felt 

more keenly, however, than within South Africa. 

MANDELA MANDATE

Tap to view - United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon encourages the world to devote 67 
minutes to helping others on Nelson Mandela International Day. 
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rally the troops each Mandela Day. This year, 

for example, 38 FirstRand business units will 

donate both funds and time throughout July as 

part of the Nelson Mandela month library book 

drive. Employees from FirstRand, First National 

Bank, Rand Merchant Bank and WesBank host 

be co-designers of our future or we can abdicate 

responsibility for the future and then we have 

to accept whatever happens. Madiba was very 

clear in his message when he said to all of us that 

‘The future is in your hands’,” Van Rhyn said in an 

interview with Private Life. 

 

Louise van Rhyn, founder 
of Symphonia, talks about 
mobilising citizens to become 
actively involved in addressing 
the education crisis in South 
Africa. 

Celebrities, media personalities, radio stations, 

businesses and educational institutions rally 

to the call each year embarking on a range of 

initiatives from feeding the hungry, to painting 

a school, reading to children or cleaning up the 

environment. The diversity of companies and 

organisations, in particular, is heartwarming. 

For example, in 2013, partners of Mandela Day 

2013 include Bikers for Mandela Day, Cheese 

Kids, Meals on Wheels, Pick ’n Pay, Rooms to 

Read, Stop Hunger Now, SAA, Tiger Brands, Kaya 

FM, Lead SA, Ekurhuleni East College, Association 

for Persons with Disabilities Free State and 

Trek4Mandela.

Companies like the FirstRand Group, of which 

FNB Private Clients forms part, enthusiastically 

fundraisers to generate funds to purchase library 

books or books in general, take time to paint and 

establish container libraries, categorise school 

libraries and spend time reading to learners. 

More than a 67-minute commitment

For many South Africans, education is one of 

the most significant areas of focus on Mandela 

Day. One woman driving a concerted, nationwide 

campaign to improve education in South Africa 

is Symphonia founder Louise van Rhyn. For her, 

67 minutes once a year is all well and good but 

the systemic problems in South Africa require a 

365-day commitment. 

“South Africa is at a crossroads – we can either 

decide that this is our future and that we want to 
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One of the major challenges facing South 

Africa is the fact that the majority of Grade 3s 

can’t read at grade level and Grade 8s can’t do 

basic arithmetic, says Van Rhyn. “In the World 

Economic Forum’s 2013 Global Competitiveness 

Report South Africa is rated number 141 out 

of a 144 countries for the quality of our basic 

education. However, in this same report, we are 

rated number one in the world for the standard 

of auditing and reporting and number two in the 

world for the availability of financial services.”

This, believes Van Rhyn, shows we have the 

knowledge and skills to lead change in this 

country. “The people with the knowledge and 

skills to deal with the significant issues facing 

South Africa are mostly in the private sector 

and the people who are being asked to lead 

change in the public sector simply don’t have 

the knowledge and skills to do this. There is an 

“Education is the most powerful weapon 
which you can use to change the world.”

- Nelson Mandela

opportunity for a radical partnership between 

government and business and an opportunity 

for every business leader in South Africa to get 

involved with one local school – to help lead 

change at that school,” she says. 

Undeniably, the biggest challenge confounding 

South Africa is education, stresses Van Rhyn. 

“Our future is inextricably linked to the future 

of the 14-million children in South Africa’s 

education system. And there are clear links 

between education, unemployment, poverty and 

health. We simply can’t afford the current trend 

of 800 000 young people every year leaving 

school without a qualification that will enable 

them to live an economically sustainable life.” 

 

South Africans stand up

Harnessing the power of every citizen in South 

Africa can help create the future we all want to 
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see, believes Van Rhyn. “All it takes is a decision 

to get actively involved and to be part of the 

solution!” 

While there have been many calls to active 

citizenship in South Africa in recent years – the 

Dinokeng Scenarios, Citizens Movement for 

Social Change, National Planning Commission, 

Lead SA and CitizensZA, to name but a few – Van 

Rhyn says the uptake is still regrettably slow. “I 

think it is because, although most people want 

to be involved, they don’t really know how,” she 

says. Initiatives like her Partners for Possibility 

Remembering the Dinokeng 
Scenarios, and the message of 
building partnerships between 
government and society. 

hope to marry the needs of society with business 

leaders wanting to bring their knowledge of 

management and leadership into South Africa’s 

schools. The programme works by partnering 

business leaders with school principals; creating 

a transformational process for both and practical 

support for school principals. 

“At the heart of the failure of our education 

system is the fact that school principals are 

simply not equipped for their task and that there 

is little local implementation capacity at our 

schools,” explains Van Rhyn. “We facilitate co-

learning and co-action partnerships between 

business leaders who have much to offer and 

want to make a meaningful contribution and 

principals who need the assistance and who 

are keen to lead change at their schools and in 

their communities.” The process also creates an 

opportunity for business leaders to develop their 

own leadership skills. 

Be a savvy citizen

On this Mandela Day, the deeds and words of 

Nelson Mandela infuse all the good works being 

undertaken around South Africa, the rest of 

Africa and the world. “Madiba taught us to get 

actively involved and to choose service over self-

interest. He has inspired me to live a life of active 

citizenship and significance,” reflects Van Rhyn. 

FNB Private Clients’ Brand Marketing Manager, 

Heidi Flint, agrees with this sentiment. “It is time 

for us all to step up and make a difference, to 

lead from the front. If we, as South Africans, 
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take notes from Madiba’s message of hope and 

service then we can certainly be the change we 

want to see in South Africa.” 

For Flint, Mandela’s legacy is infused with 

possibility and positivity. “He is a remarkable 

and positive man who never sees failure in 

others; he never talks badly about leadership; 

he encourages and is firm; his forgiveness is 

Lead SA: driving South Africans 
to work together for a better 
country, Madiba style…

massive. There are mountains that lie before us 

as a country. They are ours to climb. The question 

is how we go about doing that.”

For Van Rhyn the ‘how’ is simple: “Madiba’s 

message to all of us is to choose to make a 

contribution. It is the moment to choose: We, as 

South Africans, must now decide to be part of 

the solution or part of the problem.”

Credit: Matthew Willman / Nelson Mandela Foundation
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Continuing
Madiba’s legacy
What can South Africans take from Nelson Mandela’s message and philosophy? 

These leaders share their views:

On Mandela’s gift to South Africa …

“I think the best gift he (Mandela) has given to this 

nation, again, is the gift of unity. At the beginning 

he offered South Africa the gift of reconciliation, 

of bringing together all people from all walks (of 

life), all races and all ages to rally around a dream 

of a South Africa which belongs to all, a South 

Africa which will provide a better life for every 

single human being. Maybe (over the) years some 

of it we’ve forgotten. But while he lies in hospital 

he offers an opportunity for all of us, again, from 

deep in our hearts to be united. 

“We saw young and old, rich and poor, black 

and white people from all walks of life and every 

single South African united, I think that is the gift. 

Whatever the outcome of his stay in hospital that 

will remain the second time where he has offered 

Graça Machel

Politician, humanitarian, wife of Nelson Mandela

his nation the opportunity to be united under the 

banner of our flag, our Constitution. We feel, all of 

us, equal in our love for him but more importantly 

in the love for our country and the building of our 

future.”

On active citizenship … 

“Tata Madiba’s secret is surely internal. 

Everything he does comes from an attitude 

of reconciliation and a willingness to see the 

perspective of the other side and work with it, 

combined with a steely determination to say and 

do what is right rather than what wins the victory 

in the short-term. Inner strength and conviction 

translate into actions that are consistently warm 

and healing because of that strength. As the 

father of our nation he transcended politics 

because of this asset within and his willingness 

to use it without compromise.” 

Rob Rusconi 

Lombard Insurance Company Limited
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On his personal hero …

“The struggle here (in South Africa) against 

apartheid for freedom, Madiba’s moral courage, 

this country’s historic transition to a free 

and democratic nation has been a personal 

inspiration to me; it has been an inspiration to 

the world. The outpouring of love that we’ve seen 

in recent days shows that the triumph of Nelson 

Mandela and this nation speaks to something 

very deep in the human spirit, the yearning for 

justice and dignity that transcends boundaries of 

Barack Obama

President of the United States

Peter Laburn

Peter Laburn International

On continuing Mandela’s legacy…

“South Africans who successfully look past 

their own goals or needs to those of others 

fulfil the Madiban mandate because they draw 

others to themselves and to their cause without 

the tainting pursuit of personal gain or glory. 

These people usually discover that service 

is its own reward. Taking the kids around the 

block to fill a bag with litter or working with a 

fellow countryman to help him overcome the 

challenges he faces at the school he runs – these 

are deeply satisfying in their own right.”

On leading society …

Shirley Chisholm, the African American politician 

and social activist, once said: “Service is the rent 

we pay for the privilege of living on this Earth.” 

In South Africa, it is true that there are many 

who diligently serve others – mostly voluntarily. 

However in times of uncertainty our natural 

inclinations are to look after ourselves first. 

And in the absence of effective leadership the 

risk is that we are fast becoming a nation of 

‘takers’ rather than ‘givers’. Leadership is first 

and foremost about giving – yourself, your time, 

your ideas – giving hope, opportunity, feedback 

and a reason for believing. All these have been 

traits of Nelson Mandela. He has epitomised a 

race and class and faith and country. That’s what 

Nelson Mandela represents, that’s what South 

Africa at its best represents to the world.”

On Mandela’s legacy …

“Nelson Mandela showed us that one man’s 

courage can move the world.”
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On nation building … 

“To be a winning nation starts with positive 

relationships and accepting accountability for 

our circle of influence. In business we should 

ask ourselves each day: What can we do today 

to build positive stakeholder relationships for 

mutual benefits? Relationships between people 

are the lifeblood that connects us together. As 

Professor Marius Ungerer

University of Stellenbosch Business School

life of service, a life of giving – the essence of 

leadership. And we are all potential leaders – if 

we are not leading it is because we have chosen 

not to.” 

On continuing Mandela’s legacy…

“We are called to follow his lead – not necessarily 

on a national stage, but in the communities we 

interact with, or are close to. Once a year, for 

67 minutes, is simply not enough. We need to 

make service a way of life, not because we have 

to, but because that it is the way we will make a 

real difference to our land. South Africa is too 

precious for us to lose Mandela’s dream.”

individual citizens we should - on a daily basis 

- utilise all available interaction opportunities 

to influence others in a positive way to achieve 

more for everyone. I need to live each day as an 

active citizen who positively works with those 

who are present.”

On continuing Mandela’s legacy…

“The hallmarks of this are tolerance and an 

attitude of forgiveness. He was not a prisoner of 

his past, but a liberator of a future for all. He did 

not focus on benefits for himself, but worked and 

lived for a better life for all.”

On creating a people-centred society… 

“In committing ourselves as public 

representatives, this is the time to focus our 

energies on what Madiba pronounced when 

he declared that Parliament must lead the 

fight against the evils of poverty, disease and 

ignorance. We want to recommit ourselves to 

bettering the lives of all South Africans.”

Nomaindia Mfeketo

Deputy Speaker of Parliament
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Find out more … 
For more information about Nelson Mandela 

International Day, go to: 

www.mandeladay.com

To find out about the Partners for Possibility 

Programme, visit: 

www.qe4sa.org

For more about Symphonia, check out: 

www.symphonia.net

Find out more about FirstRand Volunteers at: 

www.firstrandvolunteers.co.za

On societal change…

“I believe large-scale societal change comes 

from the accumulation of small actions by 

ordinary citizens. Everyone crossing our path 

provides an opportunity to help in some way: 

a smile, holding the lift door, carrying a heavy 

bag, making eye contact, saying ‘hello’. I believe 

gratitude is a good place to start. By recognising 

and appreciating our many blessings on a daily 

basis, it becomes easy to pay it forward in some 

way to another human being. The smallest 

kindnesses can make a large impact, and turn a 

bad day into a better one for someone else.”

On continuing Mandela’s legacy…

“What’s missing in our national discourse is a 

sense of connection. Only when we take the 

time to really hear each other, to pay attention 

to what is real and valid and true for the other, 

can we re-connect as human beings. Only once 

this connection is re-established, will we be 

able to collaborate, partner, and think together. 

Jennifer Taylor

Solutions Head, FNB Merchant Services & Partner 

for Possibility for SA

To paraphrase (American leadership coach and 

author) Nancy Kline, the quality of everything we 

do is dependent on the quality of thinking we do 

beforehand. And we can only think together if we 

are connected together.”

Credit: Matthew Willman / Nelson Mandela Foundation
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IN HIS WORDS…
“As I have said, the first thing is to be honest with 
yourself. You can never have an impact on society if 
you have not changed yourself... Great peacemakers 
are all people of integrity, of honesty, but humility.”  

“It always seems impossible until it’s done.”

“The greatest glory in living lies not in never falling, 
but in rising every time we fall.”

“For to be free is not merely to cast off one’s chains, 
but to live in a way that respects and enhances the 
freedom of others.” 

“Man’s goodness is a flame that can be hidden but 
never extinguished.”

“If there are dreams about a beautiful South 
Africa, there are also roads that lead to their goal. 
Two of these roads could be named Goodness and 
Forgiveness.”

 “A leader ... is like a shepherd. He stays behind 
the flock, letting the most nimble go out ahead, 
whereupon the others follow, not realizing that 
all along they are being directed from behind.”  

“There is no passion to be found playing small - in 
settling for a life that is less than the one you are 
capable of living.” 

“When the water starts boiling it is foolish to turn 
off the heat.”

“There is no such thing as part freedom.”

“I learned that courage was not the absence of 
fear, but the triumph over it. The brave man is not 
he who does not feel afraid, but he who conquers 
that fear.” 

“Appearances matter — and remember to smile.”
“I am fundamentally an optimist. Whether that 
comes from nature or nurture, I cannot say. 
Part of being optimistic is keeping one’s head 
pointed toward the sun, one’s feet moving 
forward. There were many dark moments 
when my faith in humanity was sorely tested, 
but I would not and could not give myself up 
to despair. That way lays defeat and death.”  

“Do not judge me by my successes, judge me 
by how many times I fell down and got back up 
again.” 

“A good head and good heart are always 
a formidable combination. But when 
you add to that a literate tongue or pen, 
then you have something very special.”  

“I am not a saint, unless you think of a 
saint as a sinner who keeps on trying.”  

“As I walked out the door toward the gate that 
would lead to my freedom, I knew if I didn’t leave my 
bitterness and hatred behind, I’d still be in prison.”  

“If you want to make peace with your enemy, you 
have to work with your enemy. Then he becomes 
your partner.”

“I have walked that long road to freedom. I have 
tried not to falter; I have made missteps along the 
way. But I have discovered the secret that after 
climbing a great hill, one only finds that there are 
many more hills to climb. I have taken a moment 
here to rest, to steal a view of the glorious vista 
that surrounds me, to look back on the distance 
I have come. But I can only rest for a moment, for 
with freedom come responsibilities, and I dare 
not linger, for my long walk is not ended.”
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ESSENTIAL READING
Since Nelson Mandela was admitted to hospital in Pretoria on 8 June 2013, bookstores and vendors 

have seen a dramatic increase in the demand for books about the statesman, his political views and 

his life. Here are just some titles which offer insights and warm remembrances of the great man: 

By Nelson Mandela (First published 1978)

“Reveals the patience, thoughtfulness and wisdom of the man who is the real leader of South Africa …. 
Especially valuable for the insights into his character and the character of those fighting for freedom 
in South Africa ….”
– Alice Walker, Pulitzer Prize winner, author of The Color Purple

The Struggle Is My Life

By Barry Denenberg (1991)

“This vivid and swiftly paced biography takes its title from a 1953 speech by Mandela, in which 
he reminded black South Africans that the struggles to end apartheid will be long and difficult. 
Denenberg’s inspirational tone grabs and holds readers as he steadily leads them through the thicket 
of details that comprise Mandela’s life, over half of which was spent behind bars.”
– Review, Publishers Weekly (2 April 1991)

No Easy Walk To Freedom: A Biography

By Nelson Mandela, Greg McCartan (1990)

“Reading his life and his speeches made me realise how great Mandela is. A man who is able to speak 
out what is really inside him, a man who really dances to his tunes. So inspiring. I wish Mandelas were 
mango fruits and we could share one to each African country.”
– Redson, Goodreads (12 June 2011)

Nelson Mandela, Speeches 1990: “Intensify The Struggle To Abolish Apartheid”

By Nelson Mandela (1994)

“Enthralling ... Mandela emulates the few great political leaders such as Lincoln and Gandhi, who go 
beyond mere consensus and move out ahead of their followers to break new ground.”
– Donald Woods, Sunday Times (12 October 1995) 

Long Walk to Freedom

By Floyd Cooper (1996)

“Celebrated author/artist Floyd Cooper delivers ‘a forceful, credible picture of a strong and deeply 
devoted statesman’.” 
– Publishers Weekly, (1 January 2000) 

Mandela: From the Life of the South African Statesman 
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By Anthony Sampson (1999)

“Perhaps no living historical figure, with the possible exception of Pope John Paul II, enjoys the 
worldwide honour and affection accorded Nelson Mandela. All the more remarkable, then, that 
Sampson, who first met Mandela in 1951, succeeds at the formidable task of writing a multifaceted 
portrait of Mandela as viewed through his interactions with the widest imaginable array of people, 
from heads of state to brutal, near-illiterate prison guards.”
– Review, Publishers Weekly (8 February 1999)

Mandela: The Authorised Biography

By Allister Sparks (2003)

“This account by a veteran South African journalist is slightly dated and is a somewhat more optimistic 
picture than we might have today, but Sparks knows his country thoroughly. And he is wise enough 
to understand the vast difference between political democracy and economic justice — and what a 
huge distance South Africa has to cover to achieve the latter.”
– Adam Hochschild, The Washington Post (28 June 2013)

Beyond the Miracle: Inside the New South Africa

By Nelson Mandela, Bill Clinton (Contributor) (2004)

“Unless needed for a school assignment, this biographical oratory is best savoured over several weeks 
as Mr Mandela, through his words, shows why he remains an inspirational, influential individual whose 
speeches provide a deep insight into the man, the legend, and an era of transition.”
– Harriet Klausner, The Best Reviews (24 December 2004)

In His Own Words

By Nelson Mandela (2006)

“But why should I yearn so much for you? There are times when my heart almost stops beating, slowed 
down by heavy longing. I miss you...”
– Nelson Mandela in an unpublished letter written to Winnie Mandela while in prison 

A Prisoner in the Garden: Opening Nelson Mandela’s Prison Archive

By Mac Maharaj, Ahmad M Kathrada (2006)

“What makes Mandela so special is that he’s a real human being. . . . He’s got a real life. And the fact that 
he is so flesh-and-blood real makes his greatness and his sacrifice and his wisdom and his courage in 
the face of all that has happened to him even more remarkable.”
– Former US President Bill Clinton (foreword to the book)

Mandela: The Authorized Portrait
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By David James Smith (2010)

“Young Mandela provides its own fascination, not least because of the man himself and his world, 
which the author sometimes convincingly evokes. But its fascination with the very celebrity it pretends 
to scorn leaves a sour taste.”
– Gillian Slovo, The Telegraph (25 June 2010)

Young Mandela

Edited by Jennifer Crwys-Williams (2010)

South African journalist and talk-show host Jennifer Crwys-Williams has compiled a collection of 
Mandela’s observations, culled from a variety of sources. The book presents his thoughts on subjects 
as diverse as humanity, friendship, oppression, and freedom. These quotations provide valuable 
insight into the man and all he stands for.

In the Words of Nelson Mandela

By Nelson Mandela (2010)

“The book is a valuable lens onto how Mandela made historic decisions – what he felt about 
communism, his Christian beliefs, the armed struggle, and the inevitable backlash by the authorities 
against the innocent bystanders, as well as the perpetrators. It is telling that, as a role model, he 
preferred Nehru to Gandhi.”
– Peter Godwin, The Guardian (17 October 2010)

Conversations with Myself

By Francis Wilson (2011)

“You can’t understand Mandela or today’s South Africa without looking at the entire history of this 
complex, fascinating country and at the dreams of land and quick riches that have done so much to 
determine its course. This is a highly readable, quick survey, profusely illustrated, by a distinguished 
South African economist, Protestant layman and social-justice activist.”
– Adam Hochschild, The Washington Post (28 June 2013)

Dinosaurs, Diamonds & Democracy: A Short, Short History of South Africa

By Douglas Foster (2012)

“Penetrating and untainted by any myth-making, this is by far the most interesting book about South 
Africa published in the past five or 10 years. An American, Foster managed to get deep into aspects 
of present-day South Africa that foreign correspondents seldom have time for, such as the life history 
and daily routine of a young Cape Town street criminal, the often-troubled lives of the new black 
elite’s children and grandchildren, and the sometimes bitter rivalries among black and brown South 
Africans.”
Adam Hochschild, The Washington Post (28 June 2013)

After Mandela: The Struggle for Freedom in Post-Apartheid South Africa
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LIFE & TIMES
Looking back on the events which 
shaped the life of a modern-day icon…

1918	 Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela is born on 18 

July in the village of Mvezo, Qunu district 

in the former Transkei. His parents 

were Nosekeni Nonqaphi Fanny and 

Mphakanyiswa Gadla Mandela, a minor 

hereditary chief. 

1925	 Mandela attends the local one-roomed 

primary school near Qunu. 

1934	

•	 Sixteen-year-old Mandela undergoes the 

traditional Xhosa initiation ceremony at 

an initiation school on the banks of the 

Mbashe River. 

•	 Mandela attends Clarkebury, a Wesleyan 

missionary school and, at the time, the 

biggest education centre in Tembuland. 

1936	 After two years at Clarkebury, Mandela 

is sent to a bigger school in Healdtown. 

He takes up boxing and long-distance 

running. 

1939 	 Mandela enrols at the South African 

Native College at Fort Hare near Alice in 

the Eastern Cape. 

1940	 Mandela is elected to the Student 

Representative Council (SRC) at Fort 

Hare. He resigns after becoming 

embroiled in general student protest 

about boarding house food. He later 

leaves the university on principle. 

1941	 Now in Joburg, he meets Albertina 

Totiwe, a trainee nurse. She introduces 

him to her boyfriend, Walter Sisulu. 

Nelson Mandela returns to the province of his birth, 
Nqgadu, to be given the highest honour in the Xhosa 

Kingdom, the Isithwalandwe Sesizwe Jikele (the feather of 
the Blue Crane) by King Xolilizwe Sigcawu. 

Picture: Gallo Images
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1941	

•	 Mandela completes his BA degree 

through correspondence. 

•	 He enrols at the University of the 

Witwatersrand’s law faculty. He spends 

six years at Wits (1943-1948) but 

leaves without completing his LLB 

degree due to his dire living and financial 

circumstances. 

•	 Mandela meets Gaur Radebe at Sisulu’s 

house. Radebe, one of the organisers 

of the Alexandra bus boycott, invites 

Mandela to join him to campaign against 

bus price increases. It is Mandela’s first 

exposure to mass action. 

•	 Mandela begins attending a gathering 

of young intellectuals brought together 

by African National Congress (ANC) 

president Dr Alfred Xuma. Members 

include Sisulu, Oliver Tambo, Anton 

Lembede and Lionel Maiombozi. 

1942	 Mandela completes his BA degree 

through the University of South Africa.

1944	

•	 Mandela joins the ANC and, at 

Maiombozi’s proposal, becomes part of 

the group which formed the ANC Youth 

League. The league’s founding meeting 

is held at the Bantu Men’s Social Centre 

in Johannesburg. 

•	 Walter and Albertina Sisulu are married. 

Mandela is the best man and his girlfriend, 

nurse Evelyn Mase, is bridesmaid. Mase is 

Walter Sisulu’s cousin. 

•	 On 15 July, Mandela marries Evelyn Mase.

1945	 The Mandelas welcome their first child, 

a boy, Tembi. They move into a house 

in Orlando, Soweto, No 8115. Mandela 

continues his legal studies. 

1947	 Eveyln gives birth to a daughter, 

Makaziwe. She dies after just nine 

months. 

1947	 Mandela is elected as Secretary General 

of the ANC Youth League. By the end of 

the year he is elected to the Transvaal 

Provincial Executive of the ANC. 

1948	 Mandela leaves university without 

completing his law degree. Mandela 

later started studying again through the 

University of London and also did not 

complete that degree.

1950	

•	 In the late 1940s and early 1950s 

Mandela trains at the Donaldson Orlando 

Community Centre. 

•	 Mandela is embroiled in a one-day stay-

away on 1 May in defence of free speech. 

The South African government responds 

brutally and 18 black people are killed 

across Soweto. The event also leads to 

the banning of the Communist Party. 
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•	 On 22 June, Mandela’s second son, 

Makgatho, is born. 

1951	 Mandela is elected as president of the 

ANC Youth League. 

1952	

•	 30 July, Mandela – now president of 

the Transvaal ANC – is arrested for 

contravening the Suppression of 

Communism Act. 

•	 August, Mandela opens his law office. He 

had completed his articles through the 

firm Witkin Eidelman and Sidelsky.

•	 September, the trial of Mandela, 

Sisulu and other defiance campaign 

leaders (21 in total) gets underway in 

Johannesburg. Justice FLH Rumpff finds 

all guilty and sentences them to nine 

months’ imprisonment with hard labour, 

suspended for two years. Mandela is 

subsequently arrested on similar charges 

and released on bail. 

•	 October-November, 52 people – 

including Mandela and new ANC 

president-general Albert Luthuli – are 

banned by government. The defiance 

campaign is halted in the December. 

•	 December, Mandela and Oliver Tambo 

open the first black legal partnership 

in South Africa in Chancellor House, 

Johannesburg. 

1954	 A daughter, Makaziwe, is born. 

1955	 Government intensifies its bannings and, 

by the end of the year, 48 ANC leaders 

have been banned, including Mandela. 

Evelyn Mandela tells Mandela to decide 

between her and the ANC. She moves 

out of their home. 

1956	 5 December, Mandela is arrested at his 

home. Over a 10-day period, 156 leaders 

of all races and leadership positions 

in anti-apartheid organisations are 

arrested. All are charged with high 

treason. This sets the stage for the 

Treason Trial. 

1958	 June, Mandela marries Nomzamo 

Winnifred ‘Winnie’ Madikizela. 

1959	 4 February, Mandela and Winnie’s first 

child, Zenani, is born. 

1960	 21 March, the Pan Africanist Congress 

(PAC) mounts its anti-pass campaign. 

Sharpeville police open fire on peaceful 

protesters killing 69 and injuring 180. In 

the Western Cape two people are killed. A 

state of emergency is declared. The ANC 

and PAC are banned. Mandela is among 

those imprisoned. 

1961	

•	 Mandela begins organising the armed 

struggle against apartheid Umkhonto 

we Sizwe (Spear of the Nation). He 
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travels within Africa and to Europe studying 

guerrilla warfare.

•	 Zindziswa, a daughter, is born to the 

Mandelas. 

1962	

•	 Mandela is smuggled out of South Africa 

to attend the Pan-African Freedom 

Conference in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. He 

flies to Britain and meets with Labour and 

Liberal Party leaders. Winnie Mandela 

is banned for two years and Mandela is 

arrested near Howick on 5 August, following 

a tip-off. 

•	 7 November, Mandela is sentenced to five 

years in jail for inciting strikes and leaving 

South Africa without a passport. He is held 

for six months in Pretoria then transferred 

to Robben Island. 

DID YOU KNOW?
•	 Madiba is the Tembu clan name to 

which Nelson Mandela belongs. All 

members of the clan can be called 

Madiba. It is a sign of both respect and 

affection. 

•	 Mandela had three full sisters, three 

half-brothers and six half-sisters. His 

father had four wives and 13 children, 

four with Mandela’s mother. 

•	 Mandela has received more than 115 

international awards and honours. 

•	 More than 85 streets, roads, highways, 

squares, bridges and boulevards carry 

Nelson Mandela’s name. 

•	 Over 25 educational institutions have 

been named for Mandela. 

•	 Over 19 bursaries and educational 

scholarships carry Mandela’s name. 

Source: Nelson Mandela Centre of MemoryN
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1963	 9 October, Mandela, Sisulu, Govan Mbeki, 

Ahmed Kathrada, Rusty Bernstein, 

Denis Goldberg, James Kantor, Andrew 

Mlangeni, Elias Motsoaledi, Raymond 

Mhlaba and Bob Hepple, the Rivonia 

trialists, are charged with sabotage and 

attempting to overthrow the state by 

means of violence. 

1964	 12 June, Mandela and all the other 

accused, except Bernstein, are found 

guilty and sentenced to life in prison. He 

is transported to Robben Island. 

1965	 Mandela is allowed his first visit at 

Robben Island. 

1967 	 Mandela is allowed four visits this year. 

His son, Makgatho, makes his first visit 

to prison; he sees his father for the first 

time in four years. 

1968	 September, Mandela’s mother dies of a 

heart attack. He is refused permission to 

attend the funeral. 

1969	

•	 July, Mandela is told of the death of his 

son, Tembi. 

•	 Winnie Mandela becomes one of the 

first detainees under Section 6 of the 

Terrorism Act. She’s detained for 18 

months in solitary confinement at 

Pretoria Central before eventually being 

charged under the Suppression of 

Communism Act. 

1970	 November, Mandela is allowed his first 

visit from Winnie in two years. 

1976	 16 June, the Soweto riots as students 

protest against forced instruction in 

Afrikaans. 

1977	 19 May, Winnie Mandela is banished 

to Brandtfort in the Orange Free State. 

On 12 September, Steve Biko dies in 

detention after police beatings. 

Nelson Mandela and Walter Sisulu photographed 
on Robben Island. Since 1999 the island has been a 

UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
Picture: Gallo Images
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1980	

•	 2 August, a petition calling for the 

release of Mandela is circulated at the 

United Nations Women’s Conference 

in Copenhagen – 500 signatures are 

collected. 

•	 14 November, India honours Mandela 

with its highest international civilian 

award, the Jawaharial Nehru Award for 

International Understanding. 

1982	 April, Mandela, Sisulu, Raymond Mhlaba 

and Andrew Mlangeni are moved to 

Pollsmoor Prison. They are later joined 

by Ahmed Kathrada. 

1985	 31 January, President PW Botha tells 

Parliament that he is offering Mandela 

his freedom provided he unconditionally 

rejects violence as a political instrument. 

On 10 February, Zindziwe Mandela reads 

out her father’s rejection of Botha’s 

offer at the Jabulani Stadium in Soweto. 

Mandela called for Botha to dismantle 

apartheid and unban the ANC. This is 

the first time in two decades that the 

public hears Mandela’s words. 

1988	 9 December, Mandela is moved to Victor 

Verster Prison. He lives in the large 

warder’s house and has a personal cook. 

ANC leader Nelson Mandela calls for peace in the South African township of Thokoza in 1990 during fighting 
between Inkatha supporting Zulu hostel dwellers and ANC supporting township residents. 

Picture: Gallo Images/photographer Graeme Williams/South
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1989	 Mandela meets PW Botha at Tuynhuys 

on 4 July. 

1990	

•	 2 February, at the opening of Parliament 

President FW de Klerk surprises by 

unbanning all political parties and 

announcing the release of all political 

prisoners not guilty of violent crimes. 

•	 11 February, Mandela is released from 

Victor Verster Prison. 

•	 19 February, Mandela is issued with his 

first South African passport. His second 

name is incorrectly spelt as ‘Rolilahla’. 

•	 2 May, the ANC meets with government 

at Groote Schuur. Mandela heads the 

ANC delegation. 

•	 June, Mandela embarks on a six-week 

tour of Europe, the UK, North America 

and Africa. 

•	 6 August, the Pretoria Minute is signed 

in which the ANC suspends all armed 

activity. 

1991	

•	 2 July, the ANC holds its first national 

conference inside South Africa in 30 

years. 

•	 December, the first meeting of the 

Convention for a Democratic South 

Africa (Codesa) to negotiate procedures 

for constitutional change. 

1992

•	 Mandela and De Klerk receive a joint 

award in Spain – the Prince of the 

Asturias Prize for International Co-

operation.

•	 13 April, Mandela announces his 

separation from Winnie Mandela. 

•	 Mandela visits Barcelona, Spain for the 

Olympic Games; it is the first time South 

Nelson Mandela smiles as he attends an ANC victory march in 1994 in Johannesburg, 
South Africa. Picture: Gallo Images



28

Africa has participated in the Games in 

30 years. 

1993

•	 Following the assassination of SACP 

leader Chris Hani, Mandela calls for 

restraint, discipline and peace. 

•	 December, Mandela and De Klerk are 

jointly awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 

Norway. 

1994

•	 Mandela’s autobiography, Long Walk to 

Freedom, is published. 

•	 27 April, Mandela votes in a general 

election for the first time in his life. In 

May it is announced that the ANC has 

won 62% of the vote. 

•	 9 May, Mandela is elected unopposed as 

President of South Africa during the first 

session of the National Assembly. 

•	 10 May, Mandela’s Presidential 

Inauguration takes place at the Union 

Buildings in Pretoria. 

1995	 24 June, the historic moment of Madiba 

Magic which was captured later in the 

Clint Eastwood film Invictus: South 

Africa wins the Rugby World Cup for 

the first time since the tournament’s 

inception in 1987. Mandela famously 

hands the trophy to Springbok skipper 

Francois Pienaar at a packed Ellis Park 

Stadium. 

1996	 Nelson and Winnie Mandela divorce. 

1998	 18 July, Mandela and Graca Machel 

marry on his 80th birthday. 

2004	

•	 15 July, Mandela addresses the 15th 

International AIDS Conference in 

Bangkok. He talks about the work of his 

‘46664: Give one minute of your life to 

Aids’ campaign. 

•	 Mandela announces his retirement from 

public life to spend more time with his 

family and friends and engage in “quiet 

reflection”.

2005

•	 Mandela’s surviving son, Makgatho, dies 

in January. Mandela says his death was 

as a result of AIDS complications. 

•	 Mandela is featured in Time magazine’s 

list of the most influential people in the 

world. 

2006	 1 November, Mandela is awarded 

Amnesty International’s Ambassador of 

Conscience award. 

2007	 3 December, Mandela is named as an 

honorary laureate by the Mo Ibrahim 

Foundation. 

2008

•	 30 April, US Secretary of State 
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Condoleezza Rice says Mandela’s 

name on the US terrorist watch list is 

‘embarrassing’. On 26 June his name is 

erased from these lists. 

•	 27 June, global stars pay tribute to 

Mandela at the 46664 music concert in 

London; celebrating his 90th birthday. 

2009	

•	 18 July, the first Mandela Day is 

celebrated in South Africa and New York.

•	 10 November, the United Nations 

General Assembly announced that 

Mandela’s birthday, 18 July, will be 

known as ‘Mandela Day’; marking his 

contribution to world freedom. 

2010	 11 July, Mandela attends the closing 

ceremony of the 2010 Fifa Soccer World 

Cup in Soweto.

2011	 Mandela is visited at home in Houghton, 

Johannesburg by American First Lady 

Michelle Obama and her daughters on 

June 21. 

2012	 Mandela celebrates his 94th birthday 

with family in Qunu, Eastern Cape.

2013	 Mandela is admitted to hospital in 

Pretoria on 8 June with a recurring lung 

infection, after previously receiving 

treatment in December 2012 and 

March 2013. 

“During my lifetime I have dedicated myself 
to this struggle of the African people. I have 

fought against white domination, and I have 
fought against black domination. I have 

cherished the ideal of a democratic and free 
society in which all persons live together in 

harmony and with equal opportunities. It is an 
ideal which I hope to live for and to achieve. 
But if needs be, it is an ideal for which I am 

prepared to die.”

Excerpt from Nelson Mandela’s statement made 

from the dock, facing the probability of being 

sentenced to death, in the Rivonia Trial, Pretoria 

Supreme Court, 20 April 1964
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