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“There is a great opportunity to give lever-
age to a successful (education) programme 
locally, and help ensure motivated school 
leavers who are more employable and vibrant 
consumers.” So says Guy Harris, the South-
ern Cape convenor for a Cape based NGO, 
Partnerships for Possibility for South Africa 
(PfP4SA).

According to Harris, one of the most sig-
nificant issues facing the future is the issue 
of education. If the situation is not addressed 
urgently many more students, if they pass 
matric, will pass with a 30% education that 
will not help them in their post school life. 

He says the powers that be need to ensure 
that schools get back to being at the centre of 
the community, as that is where maths, sci-
ence, technology and innovation supported 
by effective literacy and numeracy skills can 
flourish and SA can regain its competitive-
ness.

“It is up to us to seize this opportunity. 
What really attracted me to this initiative, be-
sides the education crisis, is how there can 
be co-learning for school principals and the 
business manager involved, and at the same 
time the business gets BBBEE SED points, a 
S18A tax deduction and claims back from the 
skills levy paid.

“One of the key economic strategies of 
George is to be a learning city, the ‘Graham-
stown’ between Cape Town and Port Eliza-
beth. We have many excellent schools and 
many more which, with a bit of community 
support can reach similar standards of excel-
lence. The positive way in which interactions 
with the education circuit locally have gone 
so far means we are well on our way to hav-
ing an effective partnership. Business just 
needs to come on board.” 

During the past two years, PfP4SA has been 
working to strengthen the social fabric of 
society through building social cohesion, ig-
niting citizen engagement, and empowering 

large scale social change, particularly in the 
field of education. 

With a vision to build a ‘country that works 
for all’, PfP4SA for South Africa has com-
mitted itself to working alongside all stake-
holders to provide ‘quality education for all 
children in South Africa by 2022’.

In 2010 it established a ground-breaking in-
itiative called School @ the Centre of Com-
munity (S@CC), aimed at creating thriving 
schools at the centre of the communities they 
serve. The S@CC project facilitates partner-
ships between schools and businesses, result-
ing in positive impacts on those directly in-
volved and the community at large. 

Headed up by Dr. Louise van Rhyn, the 
programme incorporates a very simple idea 
of partnering business leaders with school 
principals.

By giving 10 days a year to a local school 
- less than a day a month - a business leader 
provides the principal with fresh leadership 
insights to transform a school, and hence an 
entire community. In return, the leader gets 
to hone his skills by getting hands-on lead-
ership experience in a different environment 
from his normal day-to-day environment. 

“We need to urgently get it up and running 
in the Southern Cape,” says Harris

He is inviting principals or business lead-
ers who are keen to know more about the 
PfP4SA Programme, to attend the George in-
formation session on Wednesday, 27 March 
from 16:00 – 18:00 (Registration at 16:00, 
the session will commence at 16:30 at the 
Protea Hotel King George. Bookings can be 
done with Melissa at melissa@symphonia.
net.

Should any person be interested, but are 
unable to attend the session, contact Guy 
Harris (guy@gre-beard.co.za) or John North 
(john@hypernorth.com) or Julia Joubert (ju-
liajoubertconsulting@gmail.com) for further 
discussions.

Solutions to the education problem
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